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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  

LOWER SAN JOAQUIN LEVEE DISTRICT 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2025 

 Pursuant to the Call of the Chairman, a regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Lower San Joaquin Levee District was held in the office of the San Luis Canal Company at 

11704 W Henry Miller Avenue, Dos Palos, Merced County, California, on Tuesday, August 12, 

2025, at the hour of 8:30 A.M.  

CALL TO ORDER 

 Vice Chairman George Park presided over the meeting and called it to order, with the 

following Directors present in the boardroom: Sean Howard, Case Vlot, Breanne Vandenberg, 

and Bob Kelley. Directors Roy Catania and Steve Shehadey were absent. The following staff 

were present in the boardroom: Legal Counsel Lauren Layne, Secretary-Manager Shane Swartz, 

Superintendent Jody McClellon, and Office Administrator Raegan Huff. The guests in attendance 

in the boardroom were Mitch Bornyasz, Lynn Groundwater, and Sarah Boogay.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Director Vlot led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS 

 Attorney Layne requested Vice Chairman George Park to move the Public Comment 

section to item number 4 on the agenda, for a presentation by Lynn Groundwater from Provost & 

Pritchard. 

BOARD MINUTES 

 Following a discussion regarding the previous Board minutes, the Minutes of the Board’s 

general meeting, held on June 10, 2025, were approved on a motion by Director Howard and 

seconded by Director Vandenberg. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Lynn Groundwater from Provost and Pritchard presented to the Board regarding four 

proposed turnout locations currently being developed in the District and provided maps to the 

Directors to visually represent the ongoing projects. She plans to continue development and later 

submit encroachment permits to the District.  
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LEGAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 

 Attorney Layne reported that there are currently no new developments regarding 

legislation, but would give a brief update for the public hearing and the closed session that would 

take place later in the Board meeting.   

BOARD ITEMS 

Presentation briefing the Board from the DWR Contractor VerQuin on the proposed construction 

of a Ground Position Monitoring Station near the San Joaquin River Control Structure  

 Mitch Bornyasz from VerQuin, who is contracted by the Department of Water Resources, 

was present in the Board room to give a presentation about the Ground Position Monitoring 

Station near the San Joaquin River Control Structure. In his presentation, Mitch explained that 

the purpose of this station is to continuously monitor land subsidence using Global Positioning 

System (GPS) equipment. The station tracks vertical ground movements in areas that are prone 

to subsidence due to groundwater withdrawal.  

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the graveling project was completed on June 

19th. 

 Superintendent McClellon stated that repairs to the expansion joints on several control 

structures have been made using an expanding foam and joint filling product called Silk-A-Flex.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that work was completed on two of the four drop 

structures on Ash Slough. For structure #4, sand and debris were removed from inside the 

structure. In structure #1, riprap that had been displaced during the 2023 flood event was pushed 

back into place. 

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the Owens Creek Control Structure was reinforced 

on the downstream side. Eight loads of 24” rock were hauled in and placed to support the wing 

walls. 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that a small erosion area was repaired near the Bear 

Creek Control Structure.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the San Joaquin River Restoration Program has 

stopped the restoration flows through the river structure at the Bifurcation. As a result, the 

District's maintenance employees were able to bring in equipment to clean the sand and debris on 
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the upstream side of the Bifurcation. They also removed a large thicket of Scarlet Listeria 

growing on the downstream side. 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the structural repairs conducted were in 

preparation for the District's summer inspection by DWR, which took place on July 30th and 

31st.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the cleanout and inspection of corrugated metal 

pipes for upcoming repairs by DWR’s Deferred Maintenance Program has been ongoing.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the rodent control program continues.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that gate and fence repairs continue as needed.  

PUBLIC HEARING 

 The public hearing for the Proposed 2025 Miscellaneous Fee Schedule was held on 

August 12, 2024, at the San Luis Canal Company office. The hearing began at 9:10 A.M. 

Attorney Layne provided a brief explanation to the Directors regarding the need to update the 

Miscellaneous Fee Schedule. This update includes the addition of a Water Wheeling Charge and 

a request for a deposit covering the actual cost of the water being wheeled within the District’s 

facilities, which will be adjusted based on calculations related to flood events. This proposal is 

associated with the Modesto Properties encroachment permit, which permits the transport of 

water through the levee system, which is creating additional operational and maintenance 

burdens for LSJLD. With no further questions or comments, the public hearing was closed at 

9:13 A.M. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

Resolution 740-25, Adoption of the District Miscellaneous Fee Schedule, Review and consider 

taking action.  

 Resolution 740-25 was presented to the Board for consideration. This resolution aims to 

adopt an updated Miscellaneous Fee Schedule for the District. The update includes the addition 

of a Water Wheeling Charge related to the Modesto Properties encroachment permit, which 

allows water to be transported from the San Joaquin River to the San Luis Wildlife Refuge. On a 

motion by Director Kelley and seconded by Director Vlot, the resolution was adopted.  
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Resolution 741-25, DWR Construction of a Ground Monitoring Station near the San Joaquin 

River: Review and consider taking action.  

 Resolution 741-25 was presented to the Board for consideration. This resolution is to 

adopt the approval of the encroachment application for the construction of a Ground Monitoring 

Station on the San Joaquin River. Following a discussion, on a motion by Director Howard and 

seconded by Director Vandenberg, the resolution was adopted. 
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Resolution 742-25, Terminating San Joaquin River Flood Control Project joint exercise of power 

agreement, dissolving the agency, and directing staff to proceed with actions necessary to 

dissolve the agency. Review and consider taking action. 

 Resolution 742-25 was presented to the Board for consideration. This resolution is to 

terminate the San Joquin River Flood Control Project joint exercise of power agreement, to 

dissolve the agency, and direct staff to take the necessary actions to dissolve the agency. 

Following a discussion, on a motion by Director Vlot and seconded by Director Howard, the 

resolution was adopted.  
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SECRETARY-MANAGER’S REPORT 

Flood Operations and District Updates 

S-M Swartz presented current updates on flood operations and Friant Dam flows. 

DWR – Deferred Maintenance Program (DMP) Update 

S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Deferred Maintenance Program. S-M Swartz 

stated that Phase 2 of the DMP project, Package B, which includes six additional pipe 

replacements, is ongoing. He also mentioned that five of the six pipes have been completed and 

replaced by Wood Bros., Inc.  

DWR – Flood Maintenance Assistance Program (FMAP) Update 

S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood Maintenance Assistance Program. S-M 

Swartz stated that there is no update on the FMAP program and that it will not be funded for the 

2026 calendar year. 

DWR – Flood System Repair Program (FSRP) Update 

S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood System Repair Program. S-M Swartz 

stated that the FSRP graveling project finished on June 19th. He also mentioned that the FSRP 

erosion project is ongoing, it is in the permitting stage, and he will provide another update when 

more information becomes available.  

BUDGET STATUS REPORT 

Following a discussion on the claims present, on a motion by Director Kelley and 

seconded by Director Vlot, the following claims were unanimously acknowledged and approved 

for payment.  
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May 2025 
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June 2025 
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July 2025 
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CLOSED SESSION 

 Vice Chairman Park dismissed the public, and Attorney Layne opened the closed session 

at 9:40 A.M. The Board came out of closed session at 9:50 A.M. with no reportable action.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 There being no further business, Vice Chairman Park declared the meeting adjourned at 

10:00 A.M. 

 

 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Shane Swartz, Secretary-Manager 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


