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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

LOWER SAN JOAQUIN LEVEE DISTRICT 
TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2025 

 Pursuant to the Call of the Chairman, a regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Lower San Joaquin Levee District was held in the office of the San Luis Canal Company at 

11704 W Henry Miller Avenue, Dos Palos, Merced County, California on Tuesday, May 13, 

2025, at the hour of 8:30 A.M.  

CALL TO ORDER 

 Chairman Catania presided over the meeting and called it to order, with the following 

Directors present in the board room: George Park, Sean Howard, Breanne Vandenberg, Steve 

Shehadey, and Bob Kelley. Director Vlot was absent. The following staff were present in the 

board room: Legal Counsel Lauren Layne, Secretary-Manager Shane Swartz, Superintendent 

Jody McClellon, and Office Administrator Raegan Huff. The guest present in the board room 

was Richard Hariman.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Director Vandenberg led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 No corrections or additions.  

BOARD MINUTES 

 Following a discussion regarding the previous Board minutes, after making minor 

grammar corrections, the minutes of the Board’s general meeting, held on April 8th, 2025, were 

approved on a motion by Director Howard and seconded by Director Park.  

LEGAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 

 Attorney Layne provided a brief update on recent legislative developments. She updated 

the Board on some correspondence she has received. She mentioned that she has been in contact 

with the attorney for the D&D Land and Water Duck Club. Temporary access was requested to 

use the State Plan of Flood Control levee off Sandy Mush Road, every other Monday for one 

month, to check on the cattle they have on their property. After a discussion, the Board members 

unanimously decided to deny their request for temporary access until further proof can be shown 

that the members of the D&D Duck Club are authorized to use the patrol road on the levee. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the FSRP gravel project for Units 17 and 18, 

located near Avenue 7, has been completed. He also stated that while San Joaquin Sand and 

Gravel had trucks in the area, they filled them with sand from the sediment basin of the 

Chowchilla Bypass and removed approximately 14,000 cubic yards of material.  

  Superintendent McClellon stated that the FSRP project for Unit 2 will start on May 20th.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the District’s maintenance crew has begun 

mowing the roadway shoulders and levee slopes on Unit 2.   

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the new Master Locks with the new reserved key 

have been installed at all major entry points in the District. 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the new carport that was budgeted in the 2024-

2025 fiscal year has been installed at the District shop.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that on April 29th, he traveled to Marysville, CA, to 

observe the rodent control program at Reclamation District 784.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the rodent control program is ongoing, with the 

use of Diphacinone bait and carbon monoxide.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that gate and fence repairs continue as needed.  

ACTION ITEMS 

Director Division 3, Reappoint Breanne Vandenberg. Review and consider taking action 

 S-M Swartz reported to the Board that Breanne Vandenberg’s position as Director is up 

for reappointment. On a motion by Director Park and seconded by Director Howard, the 

recommendation of Breanne Vandenberg’s Director position was approved. The Board directed 

District staff to send a letter of support to the Merced County Board of Supervisors for 

consideration of reappointing Breanne Vandenberg to Division Three.   

 

Resolution 736-25: District Board of Directors stating no objection to Modesto Properties’ 

encroachment permit application for the use of an existing drainage inlet culvert to Bear Creek to 

deliver pumped groundwater to the San Luis Wildlife Refuge. 

 S-M Swartz presented to the Board Resolution 736-25 for consideration. Resolution 736-

25 states that the District Board does not object to the Modesto Properties’ encroachment permit 

application for use of an existing drainage inlet culvert to deliver pumped groundwater from 
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Bear Creek to the San Luis Wildlife Refuge. Following a discussion, on a motion by Director 

Howard and seconded by Director Kelley, the resolution was adopted.  
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District Employee Manual update. Review and consider taking action.  

 S-M Swartz presented the proposed updates to the District Employee Manual to the 

Board. Changes to the District Employee Manual include adding Veterans Day on November 11th 

as a District holiday. Vacation- Allowing District employees who have reached their maximum 

accrual to cash out accrued vacation hours, not exceeding 80 hours or the number of hours equal 

to 75% of their vacation annual accrual rate, whichever is greater. District Vehicle Policy- the use 

of company pick-up trucks is restricted to work-related functions and may be used to transport 

work-related equipment to and from work, subject to prior authorization from the General 

Manager. Incentive Bonus- The General Manager has the authority to conduct a yearly employee 

performance appraisal and assign the incentive bonus percentage, ensuring the total cost remains 

within the approved fiscal year budget. The Ad Hoc committee has Board approval to assign a 

bonus percentage to the General Manager. After reviewing and following a discussion, on a 

motion by Director Kelley and seconded by Director Shehadey, the updated District Employee 

Manual was approved. A copy will be provided to all District employees and will be on hand at 

the District office.  

O&M Budget Proposal Fiscal Year 2024-2025. Review and consider taking action. 

 S-M Swartz presented the District O&M Budget Proposal to the Board for the 2025-2026 

fiscal year. Changes to be made for this fiscal year of operations include a 3.5% wage increase 

for all District employees and also include a budgeted line of $40,000 for an incentive bonus, 

which was approved within the updated District Employee Manual. Fixed assets approval 

includes the installation of a security fence around the Bifurcation Control Building, a residential 

well for the District-owned property at 12332 Indiana Rd, electrical upgrades at the Indiana 

house, and District shop electrical safety upgrades. Equipment approval includes a 3/4-ton 

pickup truck, a Skid Steer concrete mixer, a Skid Steer auger, and a chemical spray trailer. 

Following a discussion on the proposed budget for the 2025-2026 fiscal year, a motion by 

Director Kelley and seconded by Director Park, the Board unanimously voted to approve the 

2025-2026 budget for the District. 
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SECRETARY-MANAGER’S REPORT 

 S-M Swartz presented current updates on flood operations and Friant Dam flows.   

DWR – Deferred Maintenance Program (DMP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Deferred Maintenance Program. S-M Swartz 

stated that Phase 2 of the DMP project, Package B, which includes six additional pipe 

replacements, has begun. He also mentioned that three of the six pipes have been completed and 

replaced by Wood Bros., Inc.  

DWR – Flood Maintenance Assistance Program (FMAP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood Maintenance Assistance Program. S-M 

Swartz informed the Board that the finalized budget from DWR indicated that the FMAP 

program would not be funded in the 2025 calendar year. There is a possibility that funding may 

be restored in 2026, allowing the District to apply for the FMAP 2026 application in August.  

DWR – Flood System Repair Program (FSRP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood System Repair Program. He informed 

the Board that the FSRP gravel project on Unit 2 will commence on May 20th; this contract has 

been awarded to FS Rod. He also mentioned that the FSRP Erosion project is still in progress. 

The District has received the environmental documents, which Scott Jacobson of Summers 

Engineering is currently reviewing. KSN Engineering is projecting to start work on the FSRP 

Erosion project in 2026.  

DWR – Regional Flood Management Plan (RFMP) Update 
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 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Regional Flood Management Plan. S-M 

Swartz informed the Board that DWR has provided the updated contract, which designates 

LSJLD as the primary holder and transfers funds from the San Joaquin River Flood Control 

Project Agency JPA. The District has been awarded a grant of $500,000 from DWR, which will 

be available over the next three years. 

BUDGET STATUS REPORT 

 Following a discussion on the claims present, on a motion by Director Kelley and 

seconded by Director Vandenberg, the following claims were unanimously acknowledged and 

approved for payment.  
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 No other business.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 No public comment.  

ADJOURNMENT 

 There being no further business, Chairman Catania declared the meeting adjourned at 

10:55 AM.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Shane Swartz, Secretary-Manager 

 

 

 


