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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

LOWER SAN JOAQUIN LEVEE DISTRICT 
TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2026 

 

 Pursuant to the Call of the Chairman, a regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Lower San Joaquin Levee District was held in the office of the San Luis Canal Company at 

11704 W Henry Miller Avenue, Dos Palos, Merced County, California, on Tuesday, March 10, 

2026, at the hour of 8:30 A.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

 Chairman Catania presided over the meeting and called it to order, with the following 

Directors present in the boardroom: George Park, Case Vlot, Breane Vandenberg, Steve 

Shehadey, and Bob Kelley. Director Sean Howard was absent. The following staff were present 

in the boardroom: Legal Counsel Lauren Layne, Secretary-Manager Shane Swartz, 

Superintendent Jody McClellon, and Office Administrator Raegan Huff. The guests in attendance 

in the boardroom were Sarah Woolf, Frank Cozzi, and Rob Tull.  

 

CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS 

 S-M Swartz requested moving item #4 on the agenda to item #8 because the individuals 

giving the presentation were running late and were not present in the boardroom. Chairman 

Catania approved the adjustment to the agenda.  

 

BOARD MINUTES 

 Following a discussion on the previous Board minutes and making minor grammar 

corrections, the minutes of the general meeting held on February 10, 2026, were approved as 

corrected, with a motion by Director Kelley and a second by Director Vlot. 

 

PRESENTATION 

Presentation briefing to the Board from Jacobs Engineering Group on the Regional Flood 

Management Planning (RFMP) – Lower San Joaquin Flood Control Project System Assessment 

 Rob Tull from Jacobs Engineering Group introduced himself to the Board and explained 

that he was there to discuss the Regional Flood Management Planning (RFMP). He presented the 
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Lower San Joaquin River Flood Control Project System Assessment. After the presentation, he 

invited the board members to ask any questions they might have.  

LEGAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 

 Attorney Layne reported that there were no updates on legislation. She noted that a 

closed session would be held at the end of the meeting and recommended moving the Public 

Comment section to item 9 on the agenda. Chairman Catania approved the agenda adjustment as 

requested by legal counsel. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the grading of the roadway has been completed 

for the season.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the cleaning and repairs of flap gates and 

corrugated metal pipes for the DWR Deferred Maintenance Project are still ongoing. 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the spraying of levee slopes and the roadway is 

ongoing.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the vertebrate control program continues, utilizing 

bait stations and carbon monoxide machines.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that fence and gate repairs continue as needed on the 

levee boundaries.  

ACTION ITEM 

District General Insurance 2026-27: Frank Cozzi, Broker, Stocking and Cozzi Insurance Agency 

 S-M Swartz introduced Frank Cozzi, who provided an update on the 2026-2027 District 

general insurance policy. He presented a brief overview to inform the Board members and 

address any questions they had. After discussion, on a motion by Director Park, and seconded by 

Director Vandenberg, the District’s 2026-2027 general insurance policy proposed by Stocking 

and Cozi Insurance Company was accepted.  

 

Resolution 744-26; Washington Bridge in Merced County CVFPB Encroachment Permit 

 S-M Swartz presented Resolution 744-26 to the Board for consideration. This resolution 

is for the emergency repairs to the Washington Road Bridge, over the Eastside Bypass, in 

Merced County. On a motion by Director Park, and seconded by Director Shehadey, the 

Resolution was adopted. 
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SECRETARY-MANAGER’S REPORT 

 S-M Swartz presented current updates on flood operations and Friant Dam flows.  

 S-M Swartz stated that the Aliso Water District recharge project is approximately 90% 

completed in the Chowchilla Canal Bypass.  

 S-M Swartz mentioned that two other GSA projects are ongoing within the District: one 

on Road 4 and another on Avenue 21 in Madera County.  

 S-M Swartz reported that Madera County Public Roads contacted him to inform him that 

the 18½ bridge will be completely replaced. Madera County is receiving state funding to 

complete this project and is currently collaborating with Caltrans to develop a feasibility study. 

The project is expected to be completed within 2 to 3 years.  

 S-M Swartz stated that the Madera County Flood District is completing a gravel project 

on Road 9.  

 S-M Swartz informed the Board that Grasslands State Parks has requested access to the 

State Flood Control levee located in Stevinson, to use for access to the San Joaquin River. The 

District holds an easement over private property for its use to access the State Flood Control 

levee. S-M Swartz indicated that he would contact the landowners to determine whether they 

would permit access.  

DWR – Deferred Maintenance Program (DMP) Update 

  S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Deferred Maintenance Program. The 

District is awaiting the completion of the finalized package from DWR for the next phase of pipe 

replacements.  

DWR – Flood System Repair Program (FSRP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood System Repair Program. S-M Swartz 

mentioned he is collaborating with Summers Engineering to finalize the FSRP gravel project 

reports and submit them to DWR. He will share the finalized report with the Board once it is 

completed. S-M Swartz mentioned that the FSRP Erosion project is ongoing. They are still 

working on the permit process and hope to start construction in the Fall of 2026.  

 

 

 

 



11 
 

BUDGET STATUS REPORT 

 Following a discussion of the claims presented, on a motion by Director Vlot, and 

seconded by Director Vandenberg, the following claims were unanimously acknowledged and 

approved for payment.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

 No public comment.  

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 Chairman Catania dismissed the public, and Attorney Layne opened the closed session at 

9:15 A.M. The Board came out of closed session at 9:39 A.M. with no reportable action.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 There being no further business, Chairman Catania declared the meeting adjourned at 

10:05 A.M.  

 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Shane Swartz, Secretary-Manager 


