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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  

LOWER SAN JOAQUIN LEVEE DISTRICT 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2026 

 Pursuant to the Call of the Chairman, a regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Lower San Joaquin Levee District was held in the office of the San Luis Canal Company at 

11704 W Henry Miller Avenue, Dos Palos, Merced County, California, on Tuesday, January 13, 

2026, at the hour of 8:30 A.M.  

CALL TO ORDER 

 Chairman Catania presided over the meeting and called it to order, with the following 

Directors present in the boardroom: Sean Howard, George Park, Breanne Vandenberg, Steve 

Shehadey, Bob Kelley, and Case Vlot entered the boardroom at 8:43 a.m. The following staff 

were present in the boardroom: Legal Counsel Lauren Layne, Secretary-Manager Shane Swartz, 

Superintendent Jody McClellon, and Office Administrator Raegan Huff. The guest in attendance 

in the boardroom was Darrell Chism.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Director Howard led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS 

 No corrections or additions.  

BOARD MINUTES  

 Following a discussion about the previous Board minutes, the minutes from the Board’s 

general meetings held on October 14, 2025, and December 9, 2025, were reviewed by the Board 

members. The minutes from October 14, 2025, were approved following a motion by Director 

Howard, which was seconded by Director Park. The minutes from December 9, 2025, were 

approved after a motion by Director Park, and seconded by Director Howard. 

 

LEGAL COUNSEL REPORT 

 Attorney Layne provided a brief update on recent legislation. She informed the Board 

members that she had sent the amended Brown Act to all Board members via email by S-M 

Swartz. She also mentioned that her office will conduct mandatory AB1234 and AB1825 training 

sessions on February 25, 2025, for any District members who need to complete them. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the seasonal grading of the levee patrol roadways 

has been paused for the time being.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the FSRP re-gravelling project has resumed on Unit 

17, starting at Avenue 12 and going downstream.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that District maintenance employees are addressing 

levee inspection corrections, which will be an ongoing task over the coming months. Although 

the District's overall score on the annual inspection improved this year, the required task will 

take many months to complete due to operational constraints.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the rodent control program is ongoing, using the 

Burrow Rx and Perc Machine.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that gate and fence repairs continue as needed.  

 

ACTION ITEMS 

2025 California Department of Water Resources Levee Inspections. Review and consider 

 taking action.  

 S-M Swartz presented the 2025 Fall DWR Levee Inspection Report to the Board for 

review. After reviewing all of the levee inspections and discussing the matter, the 2025 DWR 

Fall Levee Inspection Report was accepted on a motion by Director Kelley and seconded by 

Director Shehadey.  
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SECRETARY-MANAGERS’S REPORT 

 S-M Swartz presented current updates on flood operations and Friant Dam Flows.  

 S-M Swartz announced that the Aliso Water District will conduct a site tour to showcase 

the recharge pipe they are currently working on, scheduled for January 14th at the Chowchilla 

Bypass. 

 S-M Swartz reported that the documents for the State property grazing leases have been 

mailed out to the leasees. District staff are awaiting the return of all required documents for 

submission to the Central Valley Flood Protection Board. 

 S-M Swartz stated that District staff has begun the biannual audit with Jolley Financials 

for the fiscal years 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. 

 S-M Swartz mentioned that a new residential well has been installed on the District's 

Shop yard at 12332 Indiana Road. This purchase was approved with this fiscal year's budget. 
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DWR – Deferred Maintenance Program (DMP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Deferred Maintenance Program. He stated 

that the materials for the repairs to the Deadman gates have been received, and the contractor 

performing the construction predicts that the work will be finished by the end of January.  

DWR – Flood System Repair Program (FSRP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood System Repair Program. S-M Swartz 

stated that all of the necessary permits that are required for the FSRP Erosion project are 

completed. Construction is projected to start this Fall. S-M Swartz also mentioned that an 

additional 10 miles of levee roads are being re-graveled, on Unit 17, with the use of leftover 

funds from the FSRP Gravel grant.  

 

BUDGET STATUS REPORT 

 Following a discussion of the claims presented on a motion by Director Howard, and 

seconded by Director Vandenberg, the following claims were unanimously acknowledged and 

approved for payment.  
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ADJOURNMENT 

 There being no further business, Chairman Catania declared the meeting adjourned at 

9:46 a.m.  

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Shane Swartz, Secretary-Manager 


