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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  

LOWER SAN JOAQUIN LEVEE DISTRICT 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2025 

 Pursuant to the Call of the Chairman, a Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Lower San Joaquin Levee District was held in the office of the San Luis Canal Company at 

11704 W Henry Miller Avenue, Dos Palos, Merced County, California on Tuesday, January 14, 

2025, at the hour of 8:30 A.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

 Chairman Catania presided over the meeting and called it to order, with the following 

Directors present in the board room: George Park, Case Vlot, and Bob Kelley. Directors Sean 

Howard, Breanne Vandenburg, and Steve Shehadey were absent. The following staff were 

present in the board room: Legal Counsel Lauren Layne, Secretary-Manager Shane Swartz, 

Superintendent Jody McClellon, and Office Administrator Raegan Huff. The guests in attendance 

in the board room were Gustavo Carranza and Reggie Hill.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Director Vlot led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 No corrections or additions. 

 

BOARD MINUTES 

 Following a discussion regarding the previous Board minutes, the Minutes of the Board’s 

general meeting, held on November 12, 2024, were approved on a motion by Director Park and 

seconded by Director Vlot. 

LEGAL COUNSEL’S REPORT  

 Attorney Layne provided an update on State Assembly Bills AB1234 and AB1825. These 

bills require all public officials and designated employees to complete mandatory Ethics and 

Sexual Harassment training every two years. Attorney Layne mentioned that her office will hold 

training sessions on January 29th for the AB1234 training and on February 5th, 2025, for the 

AB1825 training for anyone needing to complete either session. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the FSRP Graveling Project 1 had ended, and 

roughly 24.5 miles of the levees patrol roads were regraveled. The District had graveled unit 1 

from mile marker 0.00 at River Road to mile marker 9.00 at Highway 165. Unit 22 from mile 

marker 0.00 to 5.50, unit 6 from mile maker 1.50 to 9.50, and unit 5 from mile marker 11.50 to 

15.70 

 Superintendent McClellon stated that three new gates have been installed: two located at 

Highway 140 (upstream and downstream) and one on the left bank of the river structure at the 

Bifurcation.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that after a recent break-in, new hasps and locks have 

been installed on the doors of the Bifurcation structure building. 

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the clearing of flap gate channels and removal of 

unpermitted modifications from the corrugated metal pipes for the DMP project has been 

completed.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the spraying of the levee slopes has begun. The 

District maintenance employees are using the same chemical mixture as last year, which consists 

of Vastlan and Milestone. He also mentioned that the spraying of the roadway will begin on 

January 20th.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the vertebrate control program is ongoing, the 

District maintenance employees are currently using the PERC machine to exterminate rodents in 

their burrows.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that grading and compacting of the levee roadway is 

ongoing and will continue through the end of January. 

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the new Lincoln Ranger 260MPX portable welder, 

approved in this year’s fiscal budget, has been purchased.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the new F250 pickup truck, approved in this 

year’s fiscal budget, has arrived and is being used as needed.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that gate and fence repairs continue as needed. 
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ACTION ITEMS 

FMAP O&M Resolution 734-24. Review and Consider taking action. 

 S-M Swartz presented to the Board Resolution 734-24 for review and consideration. This 

resolution authorizes the District to file a Notice of Exemption with Merced County for the 

Flood Maintenance Assistance Program. Following a discussion, on a motion by Director Kelley 

and seconded by Director Park, the Resolution was adopted.  
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2024 Fall DWR Levee Inspection Report 

 S-M Swartz presented the 2024 Fall DWR Levee Inspection Report to the Board for 

review. After reviewing all of the levee inspections and discussing the matter, the 2024 DWR 

Fall Levee Inspection Report was accepted on a motion by Director Kelley and seconded by 

Director Vlot.  

SECRETARY-MANAGER’S REPORT 

Flood Operations and District Updates 

 S-M Swartz presented current updates on flood operations and Friant Dam flows. 

 S-M Swartz mentioned that the District is currently reviewing two encroachment permits. 

The first is from the Department of Water Resources for the installation of Ground Monitoring 

GNSS CORS Monuments. The second is from Modesto Properties for the construction of a flow 

meter structure on the levee roadway. 

Discuss District Office Options 

 S-M Swartz presented a property for sale in Dos Palos, California, to the Board at the 

November 12th Board meeting, and after a discussion, he was advised to do further research. 

After conducting further research, it was determined that the property was not located within the 

boundaries of the District's benefit assessment zone, and it was not in the District’s best interest 

to make the purchase. Following a discussion, S-M Swartz was advised to look for properties 

within the District's boundaries and report back to the Board when a potential office building is 

found.  

DWR – Deferred Maintenance Program (DMP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on the DWR’s Deferred Maintenance Program. S-M 

Swartz stated that phase one of the DMP projects has been completed. He also mentioned that 

the District is waiting for the secondary DMP contract for the six additional pipe replacements, 

the contractor is predicting to start the project by February 14th.  

 

DWR – Flood Maintenance Assistance Program (FMAP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood Maintenance Assistance Program. S-M 

Swartz mentioned that there is a possibility this program may be removed from the DWR budget, 

the District is waiting for the finalized budget from DWR and will provide an update when 

further information is available.  
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DWR – Flood System Repair Program (FSRP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood System Repair Program. S-M Swartz 

reported that the graveling project has concluded, resulting in approximately 24.5 miles of levees 

being re-graveled. The District will be re-soliciting bids for gravel work on Units 2, 17, and 18. 

With assistance from District Engineer Scott Jacobson and Jeff Gilkey, the contract is expected 

to be awarded in March to begin work on this project.   

 
BUDGET STATUS REPORT 

 Following a discussion on the claims present, on a motion by Director Vlot and seconded 
by Director Kelley, the following claims for November and December 2024 were unanimously 
acknowledged and approved for payment.  
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 No other business. 
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 No public comment.  
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Chairman Catania declared the meeting adjourned at 
9:56 am.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Shane Swartz, Secretary-Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


