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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
BOARD OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE  

LOWER SAN JOAQUIN LEVEE DISTRICT 
TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2025 

 Pursuant to the Call of the Chairman, a regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Lower San Joaquin Levee District was held in the office of the San Luis Canal Company at 

11704 W Henry Miller Avenue, Dos Palos, Merced County, California on Tuesday, June 10, 

2025, at the hour of 8:30 A.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

 Chairman Catania presided over the meeting and called it to order, with the following 

Directors present in the boardroom: Sean Howard, Breanne Vandenberg, Steve Shehadey, and 

Bob Kelley. Director Park and Director Vlot were absent. The following staff were present in the 

boardroom: Legal Counsel Lauren Layne, Secretary-Manager Shane Swartz, Superintendent 

Jody McClellon, and Office Administrator Raegan Huff. There were no guests present in the 

boardroom.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Director Howard led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 No corrections or additions.  

BOARD MINUTES 

 Following a discussion regarding the previous Board minutes, the Minutes of the Board’s 

general meeting, held on May 13, 2025, were approved on a motion by Director Howard and 

seconded by Director Vandenberg.  

LEGAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 

Attorney Layne provided a brief update on recent legislative developments to the Board. 

She informed them that she had reached out to the attorney representing the D&D Land and 

Water Duck Club to request additional information about the locations of the roads they claim to 

have access to under the easements they have reserved; however, she did not receive a response. 

She also mentioned that she then received a letter from a new attorney who will be representing 

the D&D Land and Water duck club, indicating a threat of litigation and claiming that they have 

a prescriptive easement to the patrol road on the levee. Attorney Layne stated her intention to 
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send an email requesting evidence of their right of access, and she will update the Board further 

once more information becomes available. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the FSRP graveling project on Unit 2 is ongoing. 

He also noted that the project had to be paused for a few days due to the material being incorrect.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the rodent control program is ongoing, with the use 

of Diphacinone bait and carbon monoxide generating machines.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that mowing of the levee roadways and slopes 

continues.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that gate and fence repairs continue as needed.  

 

ACTION ITEMS 

Resolution 737-25, Authorizing the levy and collection of assessments for the District for the 

2025-2026 fiscal year, review and consider taking action.  

 Resolution 737-25 was presented to the Board for consideration. This resolution 

authorizes the levy and collection of assessments for the District for the 2025-2026 fiscal year. 

On a motion by Director Shehadey and seconded by Director Kelley, the Resolution was 

adopted. 

 

Resolution 738-25, Benefit Assessment Notification, review and consider taking action. 

 Resolution 738-25 was presented to the Board for consideration, authorizing the benefit 

assessment notification for the 2025-2026 fiscal year. On a motion by Director Vandenberg and 

seconded by Director Howard, the Resolution was adopted.  

 

Resolution 739-25, Collection of Benefit Assessment, review and consider taking action.  

 Resolution 739-25 was presented to the Board for consideration. This resolution 

authorizes the collection of benefit assessments from the Merced, Madera, and Fresno counties 

for the 2025-2026 fiscal year. On a motion by Director Kelley and seconded by Director 

Shehadey, the Resolution was adopted.  
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Review and consider setting the Public Hearing to adopt Resolution 740-25, Miscellaneous Fee 

Schedule, and provide staff direction on fees.  

 Attorney Layne presented a draft resolution to the Board, proposing to schedule a public 

hearing for the adoption of Resolution 740-25. This resolution aims to update the District’s 

Miscellaneous Fee Schedule and to include a water wheeling charge related to the Modesto 

Properties’ encroachment permit. After a discussion, the Board directed staff to set the date for 

the public hearing at the Board meeting on August 12, 2025. 
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SECRETARY-MANAGER’S REPORT 

 S-M Swartz presented current updates on flood operations and Friant Dam flows.  

 S-M Swartz informed the Board that the Board meeting scheduled for July 8th will be 

canceled.  

DWR – Deferred Maintenance Program 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Deferred Maintenance Program. S-M Swartz 

stated that Phase 2 of the DMP project, Package B, which includes six additional pipe 

replacements, has begun. He also mentioned that four of the six pipes have been completed and 

replaced by Wood Bros., Inc.  

DWR – Flood Maintenance Assistance Program (FMAP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood Maintenance Assistance Program. S-M 

Swartz informed the Board that the FMAP program has been officially paused and will not be 

funded for the 2026 calendar year.  

DWR- Flood System Repair Program (FSRP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood System Repair Program. S-M Swartz 

updated the Board that the FSRP gravel project is ongoing in Unit 2; however, the project had to 

be paused for a few days due to incorrect material. 

DWR – Regional Flood Management Plan (RFMP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Regional Flood Management Plan. S-M 

Swartz informed the Board that he is currently working with the District’s legal counsel to 

dissolve and transfer the funds from the San Joaquin River Flood Control Project Agency JPA. 

 

BUDGET STATUS REPORT 

 S-M Swartz requested that Chairman Catania table the Budget Status Report until the 

Board meeting on August 12th, due to the presentation of incorrect claims.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 No other business. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 No public comment.  
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ADOJOURNMENT 

 There being no further business, Chairman Catania declared the meeting adjourned at 

9:29 AM. 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Shane Swartz, Secretary-Manager 

 

 


