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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  

LOWER SAN JOAQUIN LEVEE DISTRICT  
TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2026 

 Pursuant to the Call of the Chairman, a regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Lower San Joaquin Levee District was held in the office of the San Luis Canal Company at 

11704 W Henry Miller Avenue, Dos Palos, Merced County, California, on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, 

at the hour of 8:30 A.M.  

CALL TO ORDER 

 Chairman Catania presided over the meeting and called it to order, with the following 

Directors present in the boardroom: Sean Howard, George Park, Case Vlot, and Bob Kelley. 

Directors Breanne Vandenberg and Steve Shehadey were absent. The following staff were 

present in the boardroom: Legal Counsel Lauren Layne, Secretary-Manager Shane Swartz, 

Superintendent Jody McClellon, and Office Administrator Raegan Huff. The guests in attendance 

were Moises Ortiz and Sarge Green.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Director Park led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS 

 No corrections or additions.  

BOARD MINUTES 

 Following a discussion on the previous Board minutes and making minor grammar 

corrections, the minutes of the general meeting held on May 12, 2026, were approved as 

corrected, with a motion by Director Park and seconded by Director Howard.  

LEGAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 

 Attorney Layne provided an update on legislation. Attorney Layne shared that the 

California Chamber of Commerce (CAL Chamber) is developing a ballot initiative for 

exemptions from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). She thought this initiative 

would interest the Board and encouraged members to review it for their agencies. She mentioned 

that she and S-M Swartz have been discussing the District's Miscellaneous Fee Schedule adopted 

in the summer of 2025. She informed the Board that there may be a Public Hearing at the July 

Board meeting to update this schedule. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent McClellon stated that mowing has started on the levee roadway and 

slope. He also noted that the District maintenance crew has mowed approximately one-third of 

the District. 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the District currently has the CAT D5K Dozer 

refacing the levee slope on Unit 5 in the Eastside Bypass near Road 4.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the District’s rodent control program is ongoing.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that gate and fence repairs continue as needed.  

ACTION ITEM 

Purchase of a 4,000-gallon water truck for the District Fleet; review and consider taking action 

 S-M Swartz presented a used 4,000-gallon water truck for sale through United Rentals to 

the Board for consideration. He noted that acquiring this water truck would greatly benefit the 

District's maintenance crew, especially given the ongoing grant projects the District is involved 

in. S-M Swartz recommended using funds from the District savings account at Merced County to 

purchase the truck. After a discussion, the Board approved the purchase of the water truck 

following a motion made by Director Howard, which was seconded by Director Park. 

Resolution 746-26; Authorizing the levy and collection of assessments for the District for the 

2026-2027 fiscal year. Review and consider taking action.  

 S-M Swartz presented to the Board Resolution 746-26 for consideration. This Resolution 

is authorizing the levy and collection of assessments for the District for the 2026-2027 fiscal 

year. Following a discussion, on a motion by Director Kelley and seconded by Director Vlot, the 

Resolution was adopted. 

Resolution 747-26, Benefit Assessment Notification; review and consider taking action 

 S-M Swartz presented to the Board Resolution 747-26 for consideration. This Resolution 

is authorizing the benefit assessment notification for the 2026-2027 fiscal year. Following a 

discussion, on a motion by Director Kelley and seconded by Director Vlot, the Resolution was 

adopted. 

Resolution 748-26, Collection of Benefit Assessment; review and consider taking action 

 S-M Swartz presented to the Board Resolution 748-26 for consideration. This Resolution 

is authorizing the collection of benefit assessment for the 2026-2027 fiscal year. Following a 
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discussion, on a motion by Director Kelley and seconded by Director Vlot, the Resolution was 

adopted. 

Resolution 749-26, DWR Proposed Modification Plan for Fish Passage for the Eastside Bypass 

Control Structure 

 S-M Swartz presented to the Board Resolution 749-26 for consideration. This Resolution 

states the Board’s objections to the Department of Water Resources’ encroachment permit 

application for the Eastside Bypass Control Structure fish passage improvement (rock ramp) 

project. Following a discussion, on a motion by Director Kelley and seconded by Director 

Howard, the Resolution was adopted.  

Consider setting public hearing on the District’s Miscellaneous Fee Schedule at the next Board 

meeting 

 Attorney Layne requested the Board to authorize a Public Hearing for the July 14, 2026 

Board meeting to update the District’s Miscellaneous Fee Schedule. After a discussion, the Board 

agreed to schedule the Public Hearing for July 14th, following a motion by Director Park, and 

seconded by Director Vlot. 
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SECRETARY-MANAGER’S REPORT 

 S-M Swartz presented current updates on flood operations and Friant Dam flows.  

S-M Swartz reported that the Central Valley Flood Protection Board's enforcement office 

has issued a Notice to Comply to the Gravelly Ford Water District concerning two large culverts 

that are inoperable. The enforcement office is attempting to contact Gravelly Ford Water District 

to arrange for their repair.  

 S-M Swartz provided an update regarding another Notice to Comply that was issued to 

Merquin Water District, concerning a culvert that drains water from the city of Stevinson into the 

San Joaquin River. S-M Swartz mentioned that while Merquin Water District has conducted 

work on the culvert, but the Flood Board still has ongoing concerns about its condition.  

DWR – Deferred Maintenance Program (DMP) Update 

 S-M Swartz gave an update on DWR’s Deferred Maintenance Program. S-M Swartz 

announced that Wood Bros., Inc. will be replacing two major flap gates in the District: one on the 

Mariposa Bypass and another on the right bank of the Eastside Bypass. Both of these 

replacements are fully funded by DWR.  

DWR – Flood System Repair Program (FSRP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood System Repair Program. S-M Swartz 

reported that KSN Engineering has issued a Notice to Bidders for the three erosion sites located 

on the left bank of Bear Creek. He stated that the bid opening is scheduled for June 30th, and he 

will present the bids to the Board at the meeting on July 14th to award a contract for the project.  

BUDGET STATUS REPORT 

 Following a discussion of the claims presented, on a motion by Director Park, and 

seconded by Director Kelley, the following claims were unanimously acknowledged and 

approved for payment.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

Sarge Green was in the boardroom, where he introduced himself and made a public 

comment. He mentioned that he is a member of the ACWA Board of Directors and discussed the 

upcoming projects that AWQA is working on. After his public comment, he invited the Board 

members to ask any questions that they may have.   

OTHER BUSINESS 
No other business. 

ADJOURMENT 
There being no other business, Chairman Catania declared the meeting adjourned at 

10:05 A.M.  

_________________________________ 
Shane Swartz, Secretary-Manager 




