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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  

LOWER SAN JOAQUIN LEVEE DISTRICT 
  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025 

 Pursuant to the Call of the Chairman, a regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Lower San Joaquin Levee District was held in the office of the San Luis Canal Company at 

11704 W Henry Miller Avenue, Dos Palos, Merced County, California, on Tuesday, December 9, 

2025, at the hour of 8:30 A.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

 Chairman Catania presided over the meeting and called it to order, with the following 

Directors present in the boardroom: Sean Howard, George Park, Steve Shehadey, and Bob 

Kelley. Directors Case Vlot and Breanne Vandenberg were absent. The following staff were 

present in the boardroom: Legal Counsel Lauren Layne, Secretary-Manager Shane Swartz, 

Superintendent Jody McClellon, and Office Administrator Raegan Huff. The guest in attendance 

in the boardroom was Darrell Chism.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Director Shehadey led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS 

 No corrections or additions.  

BOARD MINUTES 

 During a discussion about the previous Board minutes, S-M Swartz requested to postpone 

the approval of the minutes from the Board's general meeting held on October 14, 2025, until the 

January Board meeting in order to correct minor grammatical errors. 

LEGAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 

 Attorney Layne provided a brief update on recent developments in legislation. She 

mentioned that she has sent out a detailed memo regarding these legislative updates. 

Additionally, SB707 amended the Brown Act, and Attorney Layne will provide a physical copy 

of the amended act to all Board members. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the grading of the levee roadway has started. 
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 Superintendent McClellon stated that the latest round of levee re-gravelling began on 

October 20th and finished on November 6th. The maintenance crew re-graveled 10 miles of levee.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the Fall levee inspection was concluded on 

October 31st. He also mentioned that S-M Swartz created a work list from the preliminary levee 

report, and the District’s maintenance crew is currently working on correcting issues cited in that 

report by the District’s levee inspector.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the rodent control program is ongoing, utilizing the 

P.E.R.C. and Burrow RX machines to fumigate burrows.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the removal of sapling trees in the Bypass and on 

the right-of-way has been paused for now, but will continue after the new year. 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that gate replacement and repairs are ongoing. 

Several gates in the District have been replaced with new heavy-duty gates, and there will be 

several new gate locations added soon.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that fence repairs continue as needed.  

ACTION ITEMS 

Resolution 743-25; DWR installation of new stream gauges in Ash Slough, Eastside Bypass, and 

Berenda Slough. Review and consider taking action. 

 S-M Swartz presented Resolution 743-25 for consideration. This resolution proposes 

installing stream gauges at three additional sites: Ash Slough, Eastside Bypass, and Berenda 

Slough near Road 9 in Madera County. This project is fully funded by the DWR. 
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SECRETARY-MANAGER’S REPORT 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on flood operations and Friant Dam flows.  

 S-M Swartz mentioned that Attorney Layne’s office will conduct a training session for 

the mandatory AB1234 and AB1825 courses. These sessions are open to anyone who needs to 

complete either training. The date for the training will be determined and shared with the Board 

members once more information is available. 

 S-M Swartz reported an increase in trespassing incidents just north of Sandy Mush and 

along the San Joaquin River between Fresno and Madera. The District is working with the 

California Highway Patrol (CHP) to enhance support in hopes of managing and reducing the 

trespassing activity. 

 

DWR – Deferred Maintenance Program (DMP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Deferred Maintenance Program. He 

mentioned that they are currently awaiting the delivery of the Deadman Creek drain and gates, 

which Fresno Valve is projected to deliver by the end of December. Wood Bros., Inc. has been 

contracted to handle the construction for this project. S-M Swartz stated that Package C of the 

DMP project is currently ongoing. There are five pipes under review, and one of these will 

require complete removal. District Engineer Scott Jacobson is also involved in this project and is 

reviewing the five pipes. The District is awaiting his approval and hopes to have a bid package 

completed by Spring 2026. 

 

DWR – Flood System Repair Program (FSRP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood System Repair Program. He stated that 

55 miles of levee roads were completed. He also mentioned that there is $250,000 left over from 

the grant that was awarded to the District. S-M Swartz has requested a 3-month extension from 

DWR is awaiting confirmation of the extension. S-M Swartz stated that the FSRP Erosion 

project is also still ongoing. He is currently waiting to hear from the Water Board and the Army 

Corps of Engineers to determine how much mitigation will cost the state to place riprap on the 

flood control levee. Construction for this project is projected to start in Fall 2026. 
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DWR – Regional Flood Management Plan (RFMP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Regional Flood Management Plan. He stated 

that he met with the coordination committee to understand the new 2027 flood plan. He also 

mentioned that he meets with the coordination committee monthly to stay up to date.  

 

BUDGET STATUS REPORT 

 Following a discussion on the claims presented, on a motion by Director Park and 

seconded by Director Kelley, the following claims were unanimously acknowledged and 

approved for payment.  
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October 2025 
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November 2025 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 No other business.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 No public comment.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 There being no further business, Chairman Catania declared the meeting adjourned at 

9:34 a.m.  

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Shane Swartz, Secretary-Manager 


