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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  

LOWER SAN JOAQUIN LEVEE DISTRICT  
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2025 

 Pursuant to the Call of the Chairman, a Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Lower San Joaquin Levee District was held in the office of the San Luis Canal Company at 

11704 W Henry Miller Avenue, Dos Palos, Merced County, California on Tuesday, February 11, 

2025, at the hour of 8:30 A.M.  

CALL TO ORDER 

 Chairman Catania presided over the meeting and called it to order, with the following 

Directors present in the board room: Sean Howard, George Park, Case Vlot, Stephen Shehadey, 

and Bob Kelley. Director Breanne Vandenberg was absent. The following staff were present in 

the board room: Legal Counsel Lauren Layne, Secretary-Manager Shane Swartz, Superintendent 

Jody McClellon, and Office Administrator Raegan Huff. The guest in attendance in the board 

room was Gustavo Carranza.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Director Kelley led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 No corrections or additions.  

 

BOARD MINUTES 

 Following a discussion regarding the previous Board minutes, the Minutes of the Board’s 

general meeting, held on January 11, 2025, were approved on a motion by Director Park and 

seconded by Director Vlot.  

LEGAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 

 Attorney Layne provided a brief update on the current developments in legislation. 

Attorney Layne stated that the Governor of California released an executive order regarding 

flood releases, authorizing the District to release flood flows to protect the health and safety of 

the public if the flood flows are available. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that grading and compacting of the levee roadway is 

ongoing. 

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the chemical spraying of the levee slope and 

roadways is ongoing.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the vertebrate control program is continuing, and 

the District maintenance employees are using a new Burrow RX machine to exterminate rodents 

in their burrows.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the new budgeted trailer that the District purchased 

to use as a welder trailer has arrived, and the maintenance employees are currently in the process 

of adding all the necessary equipment to it.   

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the Central California Irrigation District is 

currently helping the District clean out the river structure near Washington Road.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that on February 12th, he will meet with the District’s 

levee inspector to visit the locations marked as unsatisfactory on the last levee inspection.  

 Superintendent McClellon stated that gate and fence repairs continue as needed.  

 

ACTION ITEMS 

Resolution 735-25: District Board of Directors stating no objection to Modesto Properties’ 

encroachment permit application 

 S-M Swartz presented Resolution 735-25 to the Board for review and consideration. This 

resolution expresses no objection to Modesto Properties’ application for an encroachment permit, 

which involves using an existing drainage inlet culvert to Bear Creek for the purpose of 

delivering pumped groundwater to the San Luis Wildlife Refuge. The District is proposing an 

annual conveyance fee of $12,670.33 for the approximately 1.37 miles that Modesto Properties 

intends to use for conveying water through the District’s water facilities. Following a discussion, 

on a motion by Director Kelley and seconded by Director Park, the Resolution was adopted.  

 

 

 

 



3 
 

 

 



4 
 

 
 
 



5 
 

 
 



6 
 

 
 



7 
 

SECRETARY-MANAGER’S REPORT 

Flood Operations and District Updates 

 S-M Swartz presented current updates on flood operations and Friant Dam flows.  

 S-M Swartz reported to the Board an enforcement issue with Gravelly Ford Water 

District regarding a pipe located on Avenue 21 in the Gravelly Ford canal in Unit 23, mile 

marker 9.5. The structures are not operable and are marked on the DWR inspection report as 

“Urgent.” The two drain structures are privately owned and are labeled DSID 19943 & 19980.  

S-M Swartz reported a significant amount of trespassing in the District. To enhance 

security, the district is working with landowners and purchasing new gate locks. 

S-M Swartz reported to the Board an issue regarding the unauthorized use of the levee 

roadway by members of a duck club located on the San Joaquin River, northwest of the Mariposa 

Bypass Control Structure. Years ago, the D&D Land & Water members approached the Board to 

request access to the levees for entry to their property, but their request was denied. Despite this, 

the D&D Land & Water members have been using the levees to access their land without 

permission. S-M Swartz has contacted the owner of D&D Land & Water to inform them that 

their members are accessing the property during the waterfowl season using the levee roadway 

without authorization. The District Board directed staff to issue a letter to D&D Land & Water 

regarding their trespassing.  

S-M Swartz stated that the San Joaquin River Restoration Program has requested access 

to the Bifurcation to discuss a plan to start building a fish bypass on it. The scheduled meeting 

will occur on March 4, 2025, at the San Joaquin River gates and the Chowchilla Bypass gates.  

DWR – Deferred Maintenance Program (DMP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on the DWR’s Deferred Maintenance Program. S-M 

Swartz announced the completion of phase one of the DMP projects and is working with District 

Engineer Scott Jacobson on the closeout documents for Package A of the project. S-M Swartz 

mentioned that the secondary contract for the DMP project- Package B, has been finalized for six 

additional pipe replacements, and the contractor is predicting to start the project by February 

17th. He also mentioned that Package C is in progress for five additional pipe replacements; all of 

these projects will be fully funded by DWR. 

DWR – Flood Maintenance Assistance (FMAP) Update 
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 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood Maintenance Assistance Program. S-M 

Swartz mentioned that there is a possibility this program may be removed from the DWR budget. 

The District is waiting for the finalized budget from DWR and will provide an update when 

further information is available.  

DWR – Flood System Repair Program (FSRP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood Maintenance Assistance Program. S-M 

Swartz stated that the District will re-solicit bids for gravel work on Units 2, 17, and 18 on 

February 20th. With assistance from District Engineer Scott Jacobson and Jeff Gilkey, the 

contracts are expected to be awarded at the March Board meeting to begin work on this project.  

 

BUDGET STATUS REPORT 

 Following a discussion on the claims present, on a motion by Director Park and seconded 

by Director Howard, the following claims were unanimously acknowledged and approved for 

payment.  
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 No other business. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 No public comment.  

ADJOURNMENT 

 There being no further business, Chairman Catania declared the meeting adjourned at 

10:16 AM.  

 

 

_____________________________ 

Shane Swartz, Secretary-Manager 

 


