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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  

LOWER SAN JOAQUIN LEVEE DISTRICT  
TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2026 

 Pursuant to the Call of the Chairman, a regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Lower San Joaquin Levee District was held in the office of the San Luis Canal Company at 

11704 W Henry Miller Avenue, Dos Palos, Merced County, California, on Tuesday, April 14, 

2026, at the hour of 8:30 A.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

 Chairman Catania presided over the meeting and called it to order, with the following 

Directors present in the boardroom: George Park, Case Vlot, and Bob Kelley. Directors Sean 

Howard, Breanne Vandenberg, and Steve Shehadey were absent. The following staff were 

present in the boardroom: Legal Counsel Lauren Layne, Secretary-Manager Shane Swartz, 

Superintendent Jody McClellon, and Office Administrator Raegan Huff. The guests in attendance 

were Scott Jacobson, Paul Gosselin, Omar Erekat, Alexis Philips-Dowell, Michael Wright, Sarah 

Woolf, Moises Ortiz, and Marc Garcia.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Director Park led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS 

 No corrections or additions.  

BOARD MINUTES 

 Following a discussion of the previous Board minutes and minor grammar corrections, 

the minutes of the general meeting held on March 10, 2026, were approved as corrected, with a 

motion by Director Park and a second by Director Vlot.  

PRESENTATION 

Presentation briefing to the Board from the Department of Water Resources on the proposed 

construction modification of the Eastside Bypass Control Structure under the San Joaquin River 

Restoration Program Project 

 Alexis Philips-Dowell, representing the Department of Water Resources, was present in 

the boardroom to deliver a presentation on the proposed construction of a fish passage on the 

Eastside Bypass Control Structure. After the presentation, Alexis invited board members to share 

their questions and suggestions. 
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LEGAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 

 Attorney Layne provided a brief update on State Assembly Bill AB2026, which relates to 

floodwater diversion and groundwater recharge. This bill allows for applications for floodwater 

diversion when rivers, specifically the San Joaquin River, meet specific conditions. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the spraying of the levee slope, roadway, 

surrounding structures, and gates has been completed.  

 Superintendent McClellon reported that cleaning and repairs of flap gates and corrugated 

metal pipes for the DWR Deferred Maintenance Program and the Utility Crossing Inventory 

Program (UCIP) are ongoing as needed. 

 Superintendent McClellon stated that the vertebrate management program is ongoing, 

utilizing Diphacinone bait and carbon monoxide machines. 

 Superintendent McClellon reported that the District's maintenance crew has begun 

refacing the levee slope on Unit 6 near Avenue 21. The crew is using the District's D5K Dozer to 

reposition the soil that has eroded from the slope. 

 Superintendent McClellon stated that fence and gate repairs continue as needed.  

 

ACTION ITEM 

Resolution 745-26; Reaffirming the Lower San Joaquin Levee District’s authority to manage the 

Lower San Joaquin River Flood Project in accordance with the operation and maintenance 

manual for the Lower San Joaquin River Flood Control Project, dated 1967. 

 S-M Swartz presented to the Board Resolution 745-26 for consideration. This resolution 

reaffirms the Lower San Joaquin Levee District's operation and maintenance manual for flood 

flow purposes. After a discussion, on a motion by Director Park, and seconded by Director 

Kelley, the resolution was adopted.  
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Director Division 2 reappoint George Park: Review and consider taking action.  

 S-M Swartz informed the Board that George Park's role as Director is due for 

reappointment. On a motion by Director Vlot and seconded by Director Kelley, the 

recommendation for George Park’s Director position was approved to forward the 

recommendation of appointment to the Clerk of the Merced County Board of Supervisors.  

Director Division 4 reappoint Roy Catania: Review and consider taking action. 

 S-M Swartz informed the Board that Roy Catania’s role as Director is due for 

reappointment. On a motion by Director Vlot and seconded by Director Kelley, the 

recommendation for Roy Catania’s Director position was approved to forward the 

recommendation of appointment to the Clerk of the Madera County Board of Supervisors.  

Director Division 7 reappoint Sean Howard: Review and consider taking action.  

 S-M Swartz informed the Board that Sean Howard’s role as Director is due for 

reappointment. On a motion by Director Vlot and seconded by Director Kelley, the 

recommendation for Sean Howard’s position was approved to forward the recommendation of 

appointment to the Clerk of the Fresno County Board of Supervisors. 

Director Division 6 reappoint Stephen Shehadey: Review and consider taking action. 

 S-M Swartz informed the Board that Stephen Shehadey’s role as Director is due for 

reappointment. On a motion by Director Vlot and seconded by Director Kelley, the 

recommendation for Stephen Shehadey’s Director position was approved to forward the 

recommendation of appointment to the Clerk of the Fresno County Board of Supervisors. 

SECRETARY-MANAGER’S REPORT 

 S-M Swartz presented current updates on flood operations and Friant Dam flows.  

 S-M Swartz provided an update on the Verquin GPS monitoring systems. Their 

encroachment permit has been completed, and they plan to install the system in Madera County, 

near the Bifurcation, at the end of June. 

DWR – Deferred Maintenance Program (DMP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Deferred Maintenance Program. S-M Swartz 

noted that the District is progressing with Package C for the DMP project. District Engineer 

Scott Jacobson has been reviewing AECOM’s designs and has been in communication with the 

contractor to extend the contract, which has been approved by DWR. 
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DWR – Flood System Repair Program (FSRP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Flood System Repair Program. S-M Swartz 

reported that the FSRP gravel project report has been finalized and is currently awaiting DWR's 

approval. S-M Swartz will share the report with the Board once DWR accepts it. S-M Swartz 

also mentioned that the FSRP Erosion project is ongoing, they are still working on the permit 

process, and hope to start construction in the Fall of 2026.  

DWR – Regional Flood Management Plan (RFMP) Update 

 S-M Swartz provided an update on DWR’s Regional Flood Management Plan. S-M 

Swartz stated that he is working with Jacobs Engineering to finalize the Lower San Joaquin 

Flood Control Project System Assessment that was presented to the Board at last month’s 

meeting. S-M Swartz stated that he will present it back to the Board once it is finalized.   

 

BUDGET STATUS REPORT 

 Following a discussion of the claims presented, on a motion by Director Park and 

seconded by Director Vlot, the following claims were unanimously acknowledged and approved 

for payment.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT  

 No public comment.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 No other business.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 There being no further business, Chairman Catania declared the meeting adjourned at 

10:26 A.M.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Shane Swartz, Secretary-Manager 


